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Abstract
This study examined the social and ethical issues surrounding drug use and abuse, emphasizing the role of community-

based strategies in addressing these concerns within Oriental Mindoro, Philippines. The research aimed to explore the
prevalence and impact of drug use, assess existing community strategies, and evaluate their effectiveness in fostering
positive moral, social, and economic outcomes. Utilizing a quantitative research design, data were collected from sixty
(60) respondents comprising community members and program staff. Findings revealed that methamphetamine and
marijuana were the most commonly used substances, with usage rates of 80% and 48.3%, respectively, indicating a
moderate level of drug prevalence. The major impacts of drug use identified were health problems, increased criminal
behavior, and mental health issues. The assessment of community strategies yielded a mean score of 3.45, interpreted
as strongly agree, indicating clear objectives, defined target populations, and structured implementation approaches.
Additionally, the perceived effectiveness of these strategies in achieving positive moral, social, and economic outcomes
scored mean ratings of 3.50, 3.49, and 3.53, respectively, all interpreted as great extent. The findings underscore the
value of community-based interventions in combating drug problems and highlight the need for local government units
to allocate resources efficiently, prioritize impactful programs, and strengthen collaborations with community

organizations.
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INTRODUCTION
There are numerous social and ethical issues surrounding the use and abuse of drugs. These issues were

particularly complex due to conflicting values concerning drug use within modern societies. Values were influenced by
various factors, including social norms, religious beliefs, and individual perspectives. Within a single society, these
diverging opinions often led to conflicts over how drug abuse should be addressed.

Understanding the historical context of public awareness and key debates about drug abuse was crucial in
assessing the effectiveness of community strategies. These strategies aimed to address three key outcomes: moral,
social, and economic. Since the 1960s, drug abuse has gained significant attention in the public sphere, driven by
educational campaigns and government-led programs highlighting the consequences of drug use and proposing
solutions.

Debates over drug legalization raised moral questions about individual freedom, responsibility, and the role
of the state. Drug use in sports added complexity by sending mixed messages to the youth. Meanwhile, communities
struggled with rising crime rates and economic burdens, underscoring the need for effective strategies.

Despite growing recognition of the importance of community involvement, there remained a lack of empirical
research evaluating the broader effectiveness of community strategies in terms of moral, social, and economic
outcomes. Existing studies tended to focus narrowly on individual interventions, with limited insights into long-term
impacts and sustainability. This gap hindered a full understanding of how community-based approaches could
comprehensively address drug abuse.

This study was deemed essential for several reasons. First, it examined the multidimensional impact of
community strategies on drug issues, recognizing that such challenges are influenced by various interrelated factors.
Second, it provided evidence-based insights to support the development of sustainable community-level prevention
and intervention programs, thereby contributing to more effective and contextually appropriate solutions. Third, the
study emphasized the active role of communities in shaping responses to drug abuse, highlighting the importance of
social responsibility and local ownership in achieving lasting change. Lastly, by integrating moral, social, and economic
perspectives, the study advocated for a more holistic and integrated framework in addressing drug-related problems,
aligning with contemporary approaches to public health and community development.

This dissertation aimed to expand existing literature by providing empirical evidence on community-based
strategies, thereby contributing to a more informed and strategic approach to drug prevention at the community level.

The global drug problem is a multidimensional crisis requiring equally multidimensional responses. While
international efforts traditionally emphasized law enforcement, treatment, and harm reduction, the role of community-
based approaches remained under explored. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) highlighted in its
World Drug Report that the global supply and use of illicit drugs continued to rise. In 2021, 13.2 million people were
estimated to inject drugs—18% more than previously reported. An estimated 296 million people globally used drugs,
marking a 23% increase over the past decade. These trends were linked to health crises, environmental degradation,
and social disintegration, particularly affecting marginalized populations.

International organizations such as the UNODC, WHO, INCB, and UNDP consistently promoted comprehensive
and balanced approaches that included community-based strategies. The UNODC emphasized technical support, law
enforcement reforms, and community mobilization. The WHO focused on evidence-based treatment, public health
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integration, and harm reduction. The INCB monitored treaty compliance and advised on regulatory matters, while the
UNDP supported social inclusion and economic development through grassroots initiatives.

Despite this advocacy, a significant research gap persisted. Empirical evaluations on the effectiveness,
scalability, and sustainability of community-based drug interventions remained sparse. This limited the ability of
policymakers to identify best practices and hindered funding allocation. Without strong empirical support, the wide-
scale implementation of these strategies lagged behind, leaving many communities without tested and effective
solutions.

The Philippines faced a profound and complex drug crisis with far- reaching effects on individuals, families,
and communities. Although government strategies had been implemented, their effectiveness remained controversial.
The 2019 Philippine National Drug Use Survey reported that 1.8 million Filipinos aged 10-69 had used illegal drugs in
the past year. Socioeconomic vulnerabilities—such as poverty, unemployment, and poor access to education and
healthcare—intensified the risk of drug involvement. Government initiatives included the controversial "war on drugs,"
launched in 2016, which prioritized punitive measures over public health and rehabilitation. This campaign drew
widespread criticism for alleged human rights violations and failure to address root causes such as poverty and lack of
education. While community-centered programs such as the Balay Silangan Reformation Program and Project Sagip
Batang Solvent showed promise by offering skills training and counseling, they remained limited in reach due to
insufficient resources.

The punitive focus of national efforts disproportionately affected low-level offenders and failed to dismantle
major syndicates. Compounded by corruption and poor inter-agency coordination, these shortcomings revealed the
need for a more holistic and community-anchored approach. This dissertation responded to these issues by assessing
the role and effectiveness of community strategies, offering insights that could inform policy and program development
across the country.

Oriental Mindoro, reflecting the national landscape, continued to grapple with persistent drug problems despite
local initiatives. Socioeconomic conditions such as poverty, joblessness, and lack of educational and health services
created an environment susceptible to drug use and trafficking.

Programs like Oplan Tokhang received backlash for focusing on enforcement without sufficient rehabilitation
options. While local frameworks such as the Local Anti-Drug Plan of Action (LADPA) and Barangay Anti-Drug Plan of
Action (BADPA) aimed to integrate grassroots efforts, their implementation varied widely in quality and effectiveness.
The Oriental Mindoro Rehabilitation and Recovery Center (OMRRC) offered structured treatment but faced challenges
in terms of capacity and accessibility.

Persistent barriers included insufficient funding, lack of reintegration programs, poor coordination among
agencies, and a resilient drug supply network. Public awareness initiatives were inconsistent and often failed to reach
high-risk populations.

This dissertation specifically addressed these gaps by examining the effectiveness of community-based
strategies in Oriental Mindoro, focusing on moral, social, and economic outcomes. By grounding its analysis in both
local and broader contexts, the study aimed to inform more responsive, inclusive, and sustainable anti-drug initiatives

in the province.
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Objectives
This research aims to deeply investigate the drug issues in Oriental Mindoro, figure out how well the current

community strategies are working, and then come up with some solid ideas to make things better for the community.
Specifically, this study was conducted:
1. To assess the prevalent types and patterns of drug use within Oriental Mindoro communities.

2. To evaluate the effectiveness of existing community-based strategies in addressing drug-related issues in Oriental

Mindoro.

3. To propose evidence-based recommendations for enhancing community strategies to improve moral, social, and

economic outcomes related to drug issues in Oriental Mindoro.

METHODS

RESEARCH DESIGN

This dissertation used a quantitative research design, which is a systematic approach that investigates phenomena by
collecting and analyzing numerical data. This objective-driven method utilized empirical techniques such as
experiments, surveys, and observations to gather measurable data. The process started out with formulating research
questions and hypotheses, then selecting a representative sample, designing and implementing data collection
instruments, collecting and organizing the data, analyzing the data using statistical techniques (e.g., descriptive
statistics, inferential statistics), interpreting the results, and drawing conclusions based on the findings. It is important
to note that while quantitative research design offers strengths like objectivity and generalizability, it may have
limitations in capturing the complexity of human behavior and subjective experiences.

POPULATION AND LOCALE OF THE STUDY

The study population consisted of individuals in Oriental Mindoro, Philippines, directly or indirectly affected by drug
issues. Data was collected from 30 respondents within each of four distinct groups: Community Residents (including
those with personal experience of drug use, abuse, or addiction, their families, and concerned community members);
Community Leaders (local government officials and barangay captains involved in drug prevention and intervention);
Community Organization Representatives (staff and volunteers from NGOs and community groups addressing drug
issues); and Program Staff (individuals working in government agencies and organizations providing drug- related
services). Each group contributed unique perspectives to the study's assessment of community strategies to combat
drug issues.

It focuses on assessing the effectiveness of community strategies in combating prevalent drug issues in Oriental
Mindoro, Philippines, and on improving the moral, social, and economic outcomes in the province. The choice of Oriental
Mindoro as the study locale is strategic and informed by its unique context and the relevance of the research to its
community.

Oriental Mindoro is a province located in the MIMAROPA region of the Philippines, known for its diverse landscapes,
including coastal areas, mountainous regions, and agricultural lands. The province has a population of approximately

800,000 people, with a significant portion residing in rural communities.
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DATA GATHERING TOOLS

This dissertation utilized a survey questionnaire to assess the effectiveness of community strategies in
combating drug issues in Oriental Mindoro, Philippines. The tools are designed to collect quantitative data, reflecting
the quantitative approach of the study.

A structured survey was used to collect quantitative data from a representative sample of community residents in
Oriental Mindoro. The survey focused on prevalent drug issues, existing community strategies implemented, and the
extent of these strategies in contributing to positive moral, social, and economic outcomes.

The content of the research tools is based on a thorough review of relevant literature on drug use, community
interventions, and the impact of drug issues on various outcomes. The research tool was validated by subject matter
experts, and the reliability was also computed by a statistician.

DATA GATHERING PROCEDURES

This study employed a quantitative data-gathering procedure to assess the prevalent drug issues and evaluate
the effectiveness of community- based strategies in Oriental Mindoro, with the aim of contributing to improved moral,
social, and economic outcomes. A structured survey instrument was developed based on the themes and gaps identified
in the review of related literature.

The instrument was then subjected to a thorough validation process involving expert review to ensure content
relevance and clarity. The finalized questionnaire underwent a content validation process involving three experts in the
field of criminology and community development. Each of the 120 items was rated using a four-point Likert scale to
assess relevance. The results showed that all items were rated as either "very relevant" or "quite valid" by all validators.
This yielded an Item-Level Content Validity Index (I-CVI) of 1.00 for all items, indicating perfect agreement on content
validity per item. The Scale- Level Content Validity Index, calculated using both the average method (S- CVI/Ave) and
universal agreement method (S-CVI/UA), also yielded 1.00, demonstrating excellent overall content validity of the
instrument.

After establishing both validity and reliability, the final version of the survey was administered to sixty (60)
purposively selected respondents. The responses were encoded into a secured spreadsheet, and data cleaning
procedures were applied to check for inconsistencies or errors. Missing data were minimal and addressed appropriately
through listwise deletion. Throughout the process, all ethical considerations and data privacy protocols were strictly
observed, including informed consent, confidentiality of responses, and secure data storage. Proper documentation
was maintained during all stages to ensure the accuracy, credibility, and integrity of the data collected for analysis.
TREATMENT DATA

This section outlines the data treatment procedure for quantitative data collected in the dissertation,
“Prevalent Drug Issues and Community Strategies in Oriental Mindoro: Towards Improved Moral, Social, and Economic
Outcomes.” The data treatment methods are presented per standard operating procedures (SOP) to ensure
transparency, replicability, and rigor in the analysis.

The quantitative data from the survey were analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences)
version [Insert Version Number]. Descriptive statistics, including frequencies, percentages, means, standard deviations,
and measures of central tendency, will be used to summarize the demographic characteristics of the participants and

to present the overall distribution of responses to the survey items.
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Inferential statistical techniques were employed to test hypotheses and examine the relationships between
variables. The specific statistical tests used depended on the nature of the variables and the research questions. For
example, t-tests, ANOVAs, and regression analysis were used to assess differences in perceptions of community

strategies, drug use prevalence, and their impact on moral, social, and economic outcomes.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

The data that was collected from Oriental Mindoro residents, leaders, organizations, and program staff uses
informed consent forms (translated into Filipino), ensuring participant understanding and withdrawal rights.
Questionnaires were carefully worded to avoid harm, maintain confidentiality, and address drug use sensitively. The
study includes diverse sectors (excluding minors and persons deprived of liberty), making accommodations for
accessibility. Data collection respects participants and ensures confidentiality, security, and transparency. The

Institutional Review Board (IRB) reviewed the study for ethical approval.

RESULTS and DISCUSSION

THE EXISTING COMMUNITY STRATEGIES IMPLEMENTED IN ORIENTAL MINDORO TO COMBAT DRUG
ISSUES

This indicates that the most effective interventions in Oriental Mindoro's anti-drug campaign—drug prevention
education, law enforcement collaboration, and rehabilitation—are most appreciated since they address the causes and

effects of drug dependence.

Table 1

The Existing Community Strategies Implemented In Oriental Mindoro To Combat Drug Issues

Community Program
Indicators Member Staff

Med Int Med Int

1.  Our community has clear and well-defined

objectives in addressing drug-related issues. 3.03 A 3.57 SA

2. Drug prevention programs effectively educate

residents, particularly the youth, about the dangers of drug use. 3.47 SA 3.50 SA

3. Rehabilitation programs in our community help
drug dependents recover and reintegrate into society.

3.43 SA 3.52 SA

4. Community engagement is a core component of
our anti-drug strategies.

3.21 A 3.48 SA

120

BY SA



GET INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH JOURNAL

5. Economic opportunities such as skills training and

livelihood programs are provided to discourage drug involvement. 3.28 SA 3.55 SA

6. Local law enforcement collaborates
with 3.45 SA 3.73 SA

community organizations to reduce drug distribution and trafficking.

7. Educational institutions actively promote anti-drug
campaigns and create safe spaces for students.

3.34 SA 3.67 SA

8. Mental health support services are available for

individuals struggling with drug addiction and related issues. 3.19 A 3.21 A

9. There are accessible counseling and peer support groups available

for individuals and families affected 3.25 A 3.50 SA

by drug use.

10. Our community has a comprehensive monitoring and
evaluation system in  place to assess 3.25 A 3.53 SA
the

effectiveness of anti-drug strategies.

Overall 3.32 SA 3.61 SA

The anti-drug initiatives in Oriental Mindoro deliver significant benefits and impact at various levels. To drug
dependents, access to rehabilitation and mental health services means lower relapse rates and enhanced quality of
life. To society at large, lower drug prevalence translates to real dividends—less crime and improved public health—
while economic empowerment initiatives offer alternative and legal livelihood opportunities. Secondly, the
establishment of strong monitoring systems ensures that the interventions are responsive and dynamic to changing

challenges, resulting in a long-term sustainable model for success in combating substance abuse.

The Extent Of Contribution Of The Community Strategies To Positive Moral Outcomes

Table 2 presents the extent of the community strategies in contributing to positive moral outcomes in terms
of reducing stigma. When looking at the results of the table, an overall of 3.23 for community members and 3.76 for
program staff indicates that community members see the extent of the strategies for reducing stigma related to drug

use as moderate, while program staff see the extent of the strategies as great.
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Table 2
The Extent Of Contribution Of The Community Strategies To Positive Moral Outcomes
. Community Program
Indicators
Member Staff
Med Int Med Int
1. Community programs help reduce the
stigma associated with drug addiction. 3.38 GE 3.63 GE
2. Anti-drug initiatives promote understanding
and compassion towards recovering drug users. 3.34 GE 3.62 GE
3. Awareness campaigns educate residents on the importance of
supporting individuals struggling with addiction. 3.5 GE 3.76 GE
4. The community encourages open discussions about drug-related
issues to eliminate social discrimination. 3.43 GE 3.60 GE
5. Former drug users feel more accepted
and supported by the community. 3.08 ME 3.62 GE
6. Support groups for recovering drug users contribute to reducing
feelings of shame and social isolation. 3.21 ME 3.59 GE
7. Media campaigns portray recovering drug users in a positive light,
helping reduce societal stigma. 3.28 GE 3.55 GE
8. Community leaders actively speak out against the social
discrimination of drug users and advocate for 3.26 GE 3.67 GE
their reintegration.
9. Schools and educational programs work to change negative
perceptions of individuals with a history of drug abuse. 3.45 GE 3.69 GE
10. Local organizations provide resources and support for families of drug
users, helping to alleviate stigma within households. 331 GE 3.44 GE
Overall 3.23 ME 3.76 GE

This indicates that the strategies receiving the highest mean—such as schools and educational programs that
work to change negative perceptions, awareness campaigns, community-led discussions on drug-related issues, and
leadership advocacy—are viewed as crucial in reducing the stigma surrounding drug use. These approaches were rated
highly because they emphasize education, dialogue, and social inclusion, which are fundamental to shifting public
perception and dismantling discriminatory attitudes. From the community members’ perspective, educational
institutions play a vital role (3.45) in correcting misconceptions about individuals with a history of substance use by

fostering empathy and promoting factual understanding.
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These strategies are effective because they not only humanize recovering individuals but also create
environments that facilitate open communication, social acceptance, and reintegration. By reducing shame and social
isolation, they empower recovering drug users to seek help and participate in society more confidently. The benefits
extend to families and the wider community as well, fostering stronger social cohesion and a more inclusive, health-
oriented approach to addiction. Ultimately, these efforts contribute to a moral shift in the community—transforming

the narrative around drug use from one of condemnation to one of understanding, support, and recovery.

The significant difference on the extent these community strategies contribute to positive moral
outcomes between the two groups of respondents

It presents the comparative analysis of the contribution of community strategies to positive moral outcomes
along the various factors along with the type of respondents. The two types of respondents include community
members and program staff. The three aspects that contribute to community strategies are reducing stigma related to

drug use, promoting social inclusion, and strengthening community values.

Table 3
Comparative Analysis of the Contribution of Community Strategies to Positive Moral Outcomes along the Various
Factors along the Type of Respondents

o ) Type Mann-Whitney Test
Contribution of Community
. i, Community Program Staff Z- Value Statistics
Strategies Positive Moral
Member p- value
Outcomes
Med Int Med Int
Reducing Sti Related to Drug U
ecuang stigma Felated o Prug 25e 1 3 23 ME 3.76 GE -3.990 0.000*
Promoting Social Inclusion 3.27 ME 3.64 GE -1.818 0.069
heni ity Val
Strengthening Community Values 3.44 GE 3.71 GE -1.400 0.161

The Actions of Enhancing Policy Effectiveness, Program Sustainability, And Community Engagement
Strengthen Multi-Sectoral Interventions Against Drug Abuse

To address the drug abuse problem in Oriental Mindoro, it is recommended that local authorities implement
integrated multi-sectoral programs involving health, law enforcement, social welfare, and community stakeholders.

Expanding access to rehabilitation and mental health services is essential to manage health and psychological
impacts. Community-based crime prevention efforts should be strengthened alongside family support programs to
reduce social disruption. Public awareness campaigns targeting youth and vulnerable groups must be culturally sensitive
and focused on methamphetamine and marijuana risks. Lastly, establishing a provincial monitoring system and

supporting further research will improve the effectiveness of interventions and policy development.
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Enhance Mental Health Services Within Anti-Drug Programs

To strengthen anti-drug efforts in Oriental Mindoro, it is recommended that local government units and
community stakeholders enhance mental health support services by increasing resources, training, and accessibility
tailored to vulnerable populations. Efforts should be made to improve community engagement and awareness through
inclusive communication strategies, ensuring that program benefits are understood and accessible to all residents.

Continued support for drug education, law enforcement partnerships, and livelihood initiatives should be
maintained and expanded to sustain their positive impact. Furthermore, implementing regular monitoring and
evaluation will help identify gaps and improve program effectiveness. Future research should explore community

perceptions in greater depth and assess the long-term outcomes of these interventions to inform policy and practice.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings, the following conclusions are drawn:

Drug abuse in Oriental Mindoro continues to be a critical issue, with methamphetamine and marijuana use
reported at 80% and 48.3%, respectively, reflecting a moderate but significant prevalence (median score of 3.18). The
consequences are substantial, as over half of affected individuals experience health deterioration (51.7%) and rising
crime rates (50%). Additionally, mental health decline (43.3%) and family disruption (26.7%) highlight the broader
social and psychological impacts of drug abuse. These findings indicate an urgent need for coordinated, multi-sectoral
interventions that address not only substance use but also its associated health, social, and community challenges.
However, this study is limited by its reliance on self-reported data and a geographically selective sample, which may

affect the generalizability of the findings and suggests caution in extrapolating results to the entire province.

The community in Oriental Mindoro actively implements a variety of anti- drug strategies focusing on
prevention, rehabilitation, and support, with strong endorsement from both community members and institutions. High
mean scores (3.32-3.76) for drug education, law enforcement collaboration, and livelihood programs indicate these
interventions are well-received and effectively target vulnerable groups such as youth, recovering users, and low-
income families.

However, mental health support services scored lower (3.19-3.21), revealing a critical area in need of
improvement. The discrepancy between program staff’'s more favorable ratings and comparatively lower community
member ratings suggests gaps in awareness or engagement that may affect program reach. These findings underscore
the strengths of current community efforts but also highlight the necessity to enhance mental health services and
improve community participation. The study’s reliance on self-reported perceptions and the limited geographical scope
may restrict the generalizability of these conclusions.

Community-based strategies in Oriental Mindoro have demonstrated significant progress in fostering positive
moral outcomes, particularly in stigma reduction, social inclusion, and values reinforcement. Both community
respondents and institutional stakeholders consistently rated these initiatives favorably, with strong confidence in the
effectiveness of awareness campaigns, reintegration programs, and values education. Youth-focused interventions and
multi-sector collaborations involving schools, businesses, and faith groups have been especially impactful in promoting
social acceptance of recovering individuals and strengthening community ethics. However, the study’s reliance on
perception-based data and limited scope suggests caution in generalizing these results province-wide and indicates the
need for further empirical evaluation.
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The findings indicate a statistically significant perceptual gap between community members and program staff
regarding the effectiveness of anti-drug strategies in Oriental Mindoro, particularly in stigma reduction (Z = -3.990, p
= 0.000), with program staff expressing substantially higher confidence. Although no significant differences were found
in perceptions of social inclusion and community values, the consistent trend of more favorable ratings from program
staff suggests a disconnect in how the outcomes are experienced or understood by different stakeholders. This disparity
may stem from the staff’s closer involvement and deeper knowledge of program goals, while community members may
lack sufficient awareness or engagement. These perception gaps may weaken community buy-in and the long-term
sustainability of anti-drug initiatives if left unaddressed. The study's reliance on subjective perceptions and its localized
scope are limitations that may affect the generalizability of these conclusions.

The study reveals that anti-drug strategies implemented in Oriental Mindoro have yielded positive outcomes
in reducing crime rates, enhancing family relationships, and promoting community cohesion. Both community members
and program staff affirm the effectiveness of these initiatives, with the most impactful strategies identified as law
enforcement coordination, family counseling, and neighborhood watch programs. However, a notable perceptual gap
persists, with program staff consistently rating these outcomes more favorably than community members—particularly
in crime reduction. This suggests a disconnect that may be attributed to differences in awareness, involvement, or
access to information about program execution and results. Community members’ relatively lower evaluations of drug-
free zones, barangay interventions, and community forums indicate specific areas where visibility and grassroots
engagement need improvement. A key limitation of this conclusion is its reliance on self-reported perceptions, which
may not fully reflect objective outcomes, and its geographical focus, which may constrain broader applicability.

The findings demonstrate statistically significant perceptual disparities between community members and
program staff regarding the effectiveness of Oriental Mindoro's anti-drug strategies, particularly in crime reduction and
community cohesion, with program staff perceiving the interventions as more effective. While no significant difference
was observed in the area of family relationships, the overall trend points to a consistent disconnect between institutional
confidence and community perception. This gap, if left unaddressed, poses a threat to program credibility, community
trust, and long-term sustainability. A limitation of this conclusion lies in the study’s reliance on perceptual data, which
may not fully capture the objective effectiveness of interventions and could be influenced by varying levels of awareness
or involvement among respondents.

The study confirms that Oriental Mindoro’s community-based anti-drug strategies have generated substantial
moral and economic benefits, particularly in reducing healthcare costs, enhancing workforce participation, and
promoting economic development. Both community members and program staff reported high levels of agreement on
these outcomes, with institutional stakeholders showing slightly higher confidence. The success of these strategies is
largely attributed to integrated efforts involving public awareness campaigns, skills development, public-private
partnerships, and community-based support systems. Although the observed rating disparities are not statistically
significant, they indicate areas for further improvement in terms of program visibility and grassroots engagement. A
noted limitation of this conclusion is its dependence on self-reported data, which may not fully capture the long-term
or indirect impacts of these strategies.

The findings demonstrate a strong consensus between community members and program staff on the positive
economic impact of Oriental Mindoro’s anti-drug strategies, particularly in reducing healthcare costs, enhancing

workforce participation, and stimulating economic development. The absence of statistically significant perceptual
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differences (p-values ranging from 0.191 to 0.215) indicates a shared understanding and appreciation of these benefits
among stakeholders. The consistently high mean scores from both groups (community: 3.42-3.50; staff: 3.60-3.63)
reinforce the perceived effectiveness of the interventions. However, reliance on perception-based data remains a
limitation, and future studies should incorporate objective economic indicators to validate these findings and strengthen

policy implications.
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